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UR LADY’S attitude to God is expressed in her reply 
to the Angel of the Annunciation: “Behold the hand- 
maid of the Lord; be it done to me according to thy word.” 
The attitude of the Church towards Our Blessed Lady is 
expressed by the words in the Acts of the Apostles: “Peter 
and John, James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholo- 
mew and Matthew, James of Alpheus and Simon Zelotes, 
and Jude, the brother of James . . . were persevering with 
one mind in prayer with the women, and Mary the Mother 
of Jesus, and with His brethren.” 

This attitude of the Church towards “Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus,” from the very day of Our Lord’s Ascension has 
never changed during the twenty centuries of the Church’s 
existence. The Church recognized from the beginning the 
unique position Our Lady occupied in God’s designs and 
plan; recognized that Our Lady was the only human tie who 
bound the Word of God with the race of man; and, con- 
scious of this fact, realized also that, since God had chosen 
Mary of Nazareth as the one through whom, and in whom, 
His Only Begotten Son would assume our human nature, so 
would she always be the one by whom mankind would come 
to Jesus Christ, acknowledge Him as God incarnate, the 
Redeemer, and “be made conformable to His image.” 

Jesus Christ is the one, necessary mediator. “No one 
cometh to the Father save by Him”; but Mary is His 
Mother! No power, not even the omnipotent power of God, 
can destroy the relationship between “the Child and His 
Mother.” They are inseparable for ever. They are together 
in the decree of the Incarnation, which led to the Cross on 
Calvary. The body in which Our Divine Lord appeared on 
earth and dwelt amongst men, which He used as an instru- 
ment to promulgate His doctrine and prove His Divinity 
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by miracles, which was bruised and broken in His Passion, 
which was nailed to the Cross, was ministered unto Him by 
Mary His Mother: Caro Christi caro Mariae: “The flesh 
of Christ is Mary’s flesh.” 

It was God made man who was crucified on Calvary. 
It was the Only Begotten of the Father and of Mary Im- 
maculate who offered Himself of His own will as the sacri- 
fice of man’s redemption on the Cross, the fullest, most per- 
fect act of worship that could be offered to God, since it is 
the worship of God by God incarnate; therefore infinite in 
itself, in its efficacy and worth. “Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus,” who stood beside the Cross, and whose will was in 
absolute conformity with God’s will, offered her Son in sacri- 
fice to the Eternal Father for the same end that her Son 
offered Himself: “For us men and for our salvation.” 

It is God incarnate, the Only Begotten of the Father 
and of Mary Immaculate, who offers Himself in the Sacri- 
fice of the Mass—an act of worship of equal efficacy and 
value as the Sacrifice of Calvary, since the Mass is the con- 
tinuation of that sacrifice. Jesus Christ in the Mass, as on 
Calvary, is the Priest and Victim, and “Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus,” offers her Son to God on the altar as she did on 
Calvary, in union with Him, in adoration and thanksgiving, 
in impetration, in propitiation. 

The mystery of the Incarnation did not cease with the 
death of Our Lord, or with His Resurrection and Ascension 
into heaven. In one sense this mystery will never end, for 
the Lamb of God will receive honor, and praise, and glory 
for eternity. But the effects of the Incarnation will only 
cease on earth when time shall be no more, for the virtues 
of Christ and the graces He won for mankind must be ap- 
plied to human souls “unto the consummation of the world,” 
and the number of the elect is complete. He who came that 
men “may have life and may have it more abundantly” will 
give grace to them each moment of time—the grace which 
is “the pledge of future glory”—for the race of man is in- 
corporated with Him and forms His mystical body. He is 
the Head, “the first-born of many brethren.” We are His 
brethren because members of His mystical body. His 
Mother is therefore our Mother; Mother of the redeemed 
because Mother of the Redeemer; Mother of the mystical 
body of Christ because she is Mother of Christ its head. 

“Mary, the Mother of Jesus,” therefore, has her work to 
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do in each human soul until the end of time. She must 
be in travail with other children “unto the consummation 
of the world.” As the Ministra Dei, God’s chosen minister; 
the Dispensatrix thesaurorum Filii Dei, the almoner of the 
unsearchable riches of the Son of God, who is her Son also; 
as the Virgo Sacerdos, the Virgin priestess, she must mould 
and fashion the souls of men into conformity with the image 
of her first-born, the Christ the Son of God. 

If we carefully consider Our Lady’s reply to the Arch- 
angel, we shall see that, in regard to the Incarnation, her 
fiat is analogous to the fiat of Almighty God in creation, for 
she fully and freely consented, not only to the Incarnation, 
but to its consequences. She expressly and explicitly ac- 
cepted the Divine Motherhood, but she also implicitly ac- 
cepted whatever this Divine Motherhood entailed and im- 
plied. Our Lady was not a mere passive instrument chosen 
by God for the accomplishment of the mystery; she co- 
operated with Him in its fulfilment. Hence she accepted 
fully and freely the sorrow, sufferings, and death of her Di- 
vine Son, and her own participation in those sufferings and 
the sacrifice because of her fiat, which expressed the com- 
plete conformity of her will with God’s will. Hence, also, 
in consenting to be the Mother of God, she implicitly ac- 
cepted the spiritual motherhood of mankind, in évery detail 
and demand this motherhood made upon her faith, her hope, 
and her charity. 

If, therefore, it was God’s will to show His love of man 
by giving His Only Begotten Son as the Saviour of man, 
Our Lady would give Him too. 

If God willed that all men should be saved, Mary also 
willed the salvation of all men. 

If the Son of God incarnate chose to labor for the salva- 
tion of mankind in a certain definite manner, and delivered 
certain, definite doctrine as the means of eternal life, and de- 
creed that the observance of His precepts would infallibly 
win the everlasting vision and possession of God, and taught 
that those who lived in union with Him by charity were ac- 
tually in possession of eternal life here on earth, His Mother 
would cooperate with Him. By her prayers and pleading, 
by her example, she would urge the observance of her Son’s 
commands, adherence to His doctrine, union with Him by 
charity. She would not have been the Dei idonea Mater, 
the worthy Mother of God, as $t. Thomas calls her, if she 
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had not done so; neither would she have been the perfect, 
loving mother of mankind. 

The spiritual motherhood of mankind, which Our Lady 
had implicitly consented to and accepted when she accepted 
the Divine Maternity, was expressly conferred upon her by 
her Divine Son in His hour of dying. All her life long she 
had been “the handmaid of the Lord”; then she became 
the co-redemptress of mankind, the mediatrix of grace, the 
almoner of the unsearchable riches of Christ, the virgin 
priestess, because of her union with her Son and her con- 
formity of will with the will of God, which makes her offer 
the sacrifice with Christ her Son. 

She would be Queen of the Apostles and Teacher of the 
Evangelists; the comfort and support of the disciples of 
Christ and the refuge of sinners. The ever-increasing num- 
ber of believers in “One God and Jesus Christ whom He had 
sent” would be encouraged by her example to walk faith- 
fully in the footsteps of her Son and to give loyal obedience 
to His commands. These first followers of Our Divine Lord 
formed the infant Church, that mystical body of Christ 
which Mary, the Mother of Jesus, was to nourish and tend 
as once she had nourished and cared for her Son. For the 
Church was not, and is not, any mere organization, any mere 
assemblage of peoples. It is a family established by Wis- 
dom Incarnate to continue the work begun by Our Divine 
Lord. The Father of this family is God, the Father of 
heaven. The eldest-born is Jesus Christ, Our Lord, “the 
first-born of many brethren,” “who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary.” There is no 
family without a mother, and without Our Blessed Lady 
there were no Church. 

The mother of the family keeps her children united, and 
history shows us that “Mary, the Mother of Jesus,” had 
kept the children of God, the brethren of Christ, a unity 
throughout the centuries. 

This was the twofold position and office of Our Blessed 
Lady; she was Mother of God and mother of mankind, and, 
as has been stated in the beginning, this position of Our 
Lady was recognized and acknowledged by the Church from 
the day of her Son’s Ascension. When Our Lord had as- 
cended to heaven it was both natural and instinctive that 
His Apostles and disciples would look to His Mother for 
help, encouragement, inspiration, and strength. They saw 
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His features in hers; they heard the tones of His voice in 
her voice. No one on earth could tell them so much about 
their Divine Master as His Mother, who had treasured every 
word He spoke and pondered over it in her heart. No one 
had lived in such intense union with their Lord as His 
Mother, for His will and her will, His desires and her de- 
sires, were the same. If He had said, “My meat is to do 
the will of Him that sent Me,” His Mother had said once 
and for ever, “Be it done to me according to thy word.” No 
creature had ever received or ever would receive such grace 
from God as “Mary, the Mother of Jesus.” She was “full 
of grace,” therefore approximated more nearly to God than 
any other mere creature, approximated so nearly that, in the 
words of Cardinal Cajetan, she “touched the borderland of 
the Divinity.” 

Our Blessed Lady, therefore, resembled her Divine Son, 
and was “made conformable to His image” more clearly and 
more perfectly than any other creature. What is the conse- 
quence of this resemblance? It is this: Our Lady’s charity 
or love of God is highest after that of her Son. Her worship 
of God, the result of her love and its effect, is excelled only 
by that of Christ. Her example is strongest after His, and, 
next to the power, intercession, and mediation of Our Di- 
vine Lord, the power, intercession, and mediation of Our 
Lady is supreme. “Full of grace” herself, she “overflows 
with grace” for us. 

It was no poetic fancy, but the expression of a theologi- 
cal truth, which inspired Dante to sing: 


Now look upon the face which unto Christ 
Bears most resemblance, for its brightness clear 
Alone can fit thee to behold the Christ. 
(Dean Plumptre’s translation.) 


Now, the Sacrifice of Calvary was decreed by God as 
the sacrifice of man’s redemption. Our Blessed Lady ac- 
cepted this sacrifice, as we have said, when she accepted the 
Divine Maternity, but she accepted both the Motherhood of 
God and of mankind, and the Sacrifice of Calvary in the 
name of the human race. “It was the consent of the whole 
human race that was awaited in the consent of the Blessed 
Virgin,” says St. Thomas. 

It was humanity which replied to the Archangel when 
Our Lady pronounced her fiat. At that moment Our Blessed 
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Lady spoke for all mankind and assumed in the name and 
place of all men certain definite obligations as the Mother of 
God. She assumed the obligation of safeguarding, nourish- 
ing, and preparing the Victim for the sacrifice of man’s sal- 
vation, and she also assumed the obligation of laying that 
Victim upon the Altar of the Cross when the fulness of time 
had come. This truth is enunciated by Pope Pius X in his 
Encyclical, ‘“‘Ad diem illam,” for the jubilee of the Immacu- 
late Conception. 

In that moment of acceptance and consent, the Mother 
of God so identified herself with all mankind that the union 
can never be broken, and the race of man was placed under 
a debt to Mary, the Mother of Jesus, which can never be 
paid. 

The Sacrifice of the Mass is the continuation and com- 
memoration of the Sacrifice of Calvary. Priest and Victim 
in the Mass is the Priest and Victim of the Sacrifice of Cal- 
vary. If Our Lady prepared the Priest and Victim for the 
Sacrifice of Calvary, and in due time laid Him, her Son and 
Son of God, upon the Altar of the Cross, she also prepared 
Him for the Sacrifice of the Mass, and stands, as it were, 
beside the altar, as she stood beside the Cross, and offers 
the Divine Victim, in union with the Victim Himself, as the 
supreme act of worship to God. 

The Church emphasizes this truth in the prayer she bids 
the sacrificing priest recite before he celebrates, when he 
asks Our Blessed Lady that “as she stood beside her dearest 
Son hanging upon the Cross, so will she graciously deign to 
assist him, a miserable sinner, and every other priest of Holy 
Church who offers Mass today, that, aided by her favor, 
they may offer a worthy and acceptable sacrifice to the 
most adorable and undivided Trinity.” 

The Mother of God has, therefore, her part in each Mass 
that is offered from “the rising of the sun until the going 
down thereof.” Could it be otherwise when the Divine 
Victim and the Divine Priest is her Son? Could it be other- 
wise when the body that was broken on the Cross was minis- 
tered by her to Him, and the Bread that is broken on the 
altar is the body that was broken on the Cross, Christ Jesus 
Our Lord, the Bread of Life, “who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary’’? 

Caro Christi caro Mariae: The flesh of Christ is Mary’s 
flesh.” 
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How, then, did “Mary, the Mother of Jesus” assist at 
the Sacrifice of the Mass offered by the disciple whom Jesus 
loved, to whose care He had committed her, who “took her 
to his own,” and who typified the race of man given into 
Our Lady’s keeping, who had spoken for the race of man at 
the Annunciation? The question may be answered by say- 
ing that Our Blessed Lady assisted at and participated in 
the Sacrifice of the Mass as she had assisted at and par- 
ticipated in the Sacrifice of Calvary. She assisted at the 
Sacrifice as the ““Mater Viventium,” the Mother of the Liv- 
ing, since she was Mother of the Giver of supernatural life; 
as the princeps largiendarum gratiarum ministra, the chief 
almoner in distributing the graces of the sacrifice; the Virgo 
Sacerdos, the Virgin Priestess, who offered her Son again as 
she had offered Him on Calvary; who offered herself, in 
union with her Son, as she had offered herself on Calvary; 
and who gathered together, with a mother’s love and solici- 
tude, the prayers and petitions of the “many brethren” of 
Jesus Christ, her other children, and offered them, with her- 
self and her Son, to God, in worship of Him, in pleading, in 
adoration, in thanksgiving. 

Let us remember that the Sacrifice of Calvary was of- 
fered by Our Divine Lord as the Head of that mystical body 
which is His Church, as the “first-born of many brethren,” 
and that He and His Mother are inseparable in the plan of 
man’s redemption. His Mother is consequently inseparable 
from the Church. She is Mother of the Church because she 
is Mother of Christ, who established the Church, and has 
her place in the life and liturgy of the Church as she had her 
place on Calvary. There has not been a Mass offered in 
worship to God since the first Mass, there will not be a Mass 
celebrated until the last Mass has been said, in which the 
Mother of Jesus and His brethren do not take part, because 
the Head and members of Christ’s mystical body cannot be 
disjoined. The Head and members form an_ indivisible 
unity, and, “being many, are one body in Christ.” 

That which consummates the union, which defines, com- 
pletes, and makes perfect this union between the Head and 
members of Christ’s mystical body, is Christ Himself, as the 
Bread of Life. ‘For we, being many, are one bread, one 
body, all that partake of one bread,” says St. Paul. 


Christ Our Lord is “the living bread which came down 
from heaven.” 


. 





180 OUR LADY AND THE BLESSED EUCHARIST 





His followers in every age and nation form “one bread, 
one body” with Him. He offered Himself in sacrifice, and 
they who are “one bread, one body” with Him offer them- 
selves in sacrifice with Him as the supreme act of worship 
to “Our Father who is in heaven.” In this sacrifice, in each 
Mass, Mary, the Mother of God, and mother of men, 
“stands by the Cross of Jesus.” 

She is the Domina, Lady, as her Divine Son is Lord. 
The very title “Lady” means “bread-giver,” and she has 
given to man the Divine Bread, the Christ, the Bread of 
Life, who has given Himself to us under the appearance of 
ordinary bread, which, “if any man eat he may not die.” 
Caro Jesu, caro Mariae, et ipsam Mariae carnem nobis 
manducandam dedit ad salutem: ‘‘The flesh of Christ is 
Mary’s flesh, and He gives us this flesh as the food for our 
salvation.” 

We go back through the centuries to the days of the 
Apostles and assist in spirit at those gatherings when the 
first followers of Our Lord “‘were persevering in the doctrine 
of the Apostles, and in the communication of the breaking 
of bread, and in prayers.” 

At Ephesus, in Jerusalem, as in the Upper Room, they 
prayed with “Mary, the Mother of Jesus.” All prayer is 
worship of God, because it is an act of religion, but the most 
perfect form of worship is ‘‘the communication of the break- 
ing of bread,” the Sacrifice of the Mass; “the partaking of 
one bread,” the Bread of Life, Christ Our Lord, in Holy 
Communion. Is it imaginary to say that the central figure 
of those gatherings for many years was the Mother of Jesus, 
or is it actual truth? The Apostles, disciples, and first 
converts to the Faith were well aware that the Victim in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass was the Victim in the Sacrifice of 
the Cross, and that Mary of Nazareth was His Mother; 
that they who offered Him as His priests shared in the 
priesthood of her Son, the Son of God; that they who 
prayed in union with Peter, or James, or John were the 
brethren of Jesus Christ and spiritual children of His 
Mother. The Mass was the supreme act of worship which 
their Lord and Master had bidden His Apostles “do in com- 
memoration of Him,” and while they offered the Sacrifice, 
the mysteries of Nazareth and Bethlehem, of the hidden life 
and public ministry, of the Last Supper, the Via Dolorosa, 
and Calvary could not have been absent from their thoughts 
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when they beheld the Mother of Jesus. She had conceived 
Him, had given Him birth, had nourished and tended Him, 
had prepared Him for Calvary, had met Him on the way to 
the Hill of Sacrifice, and stood beside His Cross. He was 
God made man, and there before their eyes was Mary, His 
Mother! 

He had risen from the dead and ascended into heaven 
indeed, but He would soon be in their midst again because 
of the Divine power He had communicated to His Priest- 
Apostles. “ ... He ascended . . . but because He also de- 
scended, He that descended is the same also that ascended 
above all the heavens, that He might fill all things. .. . Un- 
til we all meet into the unity of faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the age of the fulness of Christ.” 

Soon would He be amongst them again by the might of 
His Divine words of consecration. He would be veiled from 
human sight, but visible to the eyes of faith. He would be 
hidden even from His Mother’s eyes as He had been hidden 
all those days from the Annunciation until His birth at 
Bethlehem. But she who was “blessed . . . among women” 
because she was His Mother, was also “blessed because she 
had believed” the word of God spoken by His messenger. 

Her faith was radiant, calm, strong; her faith had never 
waned or wavered even when His Apostles fled, and Calvary 
was wrapped in gloom, and her Son was laid in the sepul- 
cher. Now her faith in His real, actual presence under the 
appearance of bread was still radiant, and strong, and 
strength-giving. It would support and confirm the faith of 
all her children, the members of the Mystical Body of her 
Son, until “the consummation of the world.” 

She was there, “Mary, the Mother of Jesus”—totius 
terrarum orbis potentissima apud Unigenitum Filium suum 
Mediatrix et conciliatrix—the world’s most powerful inter- 
cessor and peace-maker with her only begotten Son,” in- 
finitely inferior to Him, but incomparably superior to all the 
saints and angels. His will was her will. He had died for 
man’s salvation, she would pray and plead for man’s salva- 
tion. He had come that “they may have life, and may have 
it more abundantly,” she, His Mother, interceded for them 
that they might receive that life of grace on earth and of 
glory in the world to come. 

She was there, “Mary, the Mother of Jesus,” princeps 
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largiendarum gratiarum ministra, the chief Almoner of the 
graces her Son had merited for mankind, for she was the 
Mother of Divine Grace, “full of grace” herself, “‘overflow- 
ing with grace” for mankind, and “who had merited for us 
appropriately what Christ had merited for us by right.” 
She was there, ‘“Mary, the Mother of Jesus,” the Virgo 
Sacerdos, the Virgin Priestess who had been chosen from 
eternity and consecrated by God as Mother of Christ and 
mother of mankind. Consecrated, but not with the sub- 
stantial consecration with which the Hypostatic Union sanc- 
tified the Sacred Humanity of Jesus Christ. Consecrated, 
though not with the sacramental consecration which hallows 
those who share in the priesthood of her Divine Son. But 
she was consecrated with the fulness of grace which prepared 
and made her worthy to be the Mother of God. “She was, 
in truth, the priestess of Justice,” says St. Antonio of Flor- 
ence, ‘who did not spare her own Son, but stood beside the 
Cross of Jesus . . . and while Mary, ever blessed Virgin, 
did not receive the Sacrament of Order, she did receive the 
plenitude of grace and honor this Sacrament confers.” 
The Sacrifice of Calvary was being continued and the 
Mother of the Crucified was assisting at and taking part in 
It as mother of the many brethren of her Son. She was 
continuing to give the example she had given on Calvary 
of union with God, conformity with His will, belief in His 
word, hope in His promises, and the love of charity that so 
closely resembled the charity of her Son since it embraced 
the whole world. 
Then the moment came when Son and Mother were 
united again, when the Word made Flesh in her virginal 
womb dwelt once more in the tabernacle of her soul under 
the appearance of bread. Who would dare to lift the ve'l 
and reveal to mortal eyes the acts of love, oblation, faith, 
and hope that Mary made during the nine months, or the 
thirty years, or on Calvary? Who could tell how Mary 
worshiped God when the Sacred Heart of God incarnate beat 
in her bosom? when she cradled her Son in her arms, lived 
with Him at Nazareth, followed Him through Palestine, and 
stood beside His cross? No human tongue can do so, 
neither can human intelligence conceive or tongue of man 
describe the faith, the hope, the charity and worship of 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, at each Sacrifice of the Mass 
or each Communion. But as “virtue went out from” Jesus 
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the Son of Mary in the days of His mortal life “and healed 
all,” so did the virtue of His Mother’s example go out from 
her for the edification of all, and the virtue of her interces- 
sion for the assistance of all, and the virtue of her faith for 
the support of all, and the virtue of her love for the com- 
forting of all, that all might “meet in the unity of faith, 
and the knowledge of the Son of God,” who was also her 
Son, and attain “the measure of the age of the fulness of 
Christ.” 

Was it not Our Lady’s example which encouraged those 
first foliowers of her Son to ‘persevere in the doctrine of the 
Apostles” their Master had commanded them to teach; “and 
in the communication of the breaking of bread” their Lord 
had commanded them to “do in commemoration of Him”; 
“and in prayers” Mary’s Son had bidden all men to pray to 
His Father and Our Father who is in heaven? 

Was it not Our Lady’s example which urged and encour- 
aged the “many brethren” of her Son, who had “emptied 
Himself” of every sign of might and majesty, had become 
poor even to want, had lived a life of toil and hardship, and 
died naked upon a Cross for love of them, to do as He had 
done, and have “all things in common,” so that “their pos- 
sessions and goods they sold, and divided them all, according 
as everyone had need?” 

Did not this virtue of Mary’s example go forth because 
of its intensity and perfection and follow the Apostles when 
they preached the Gospel of her Son to “Parthians, and 
Medes, and Elamites, and the inhabitants of Mesopotamia, 
Phrygia, and Pamphilia. . . . and strangers of Rome’”?—not 
in Jerusalem only, but in their own lands; not on that day 
of Pentecost only, but every day in the past 2,000 years? 

Has not this virtue of Mary’s example of faith, of hope, 
of union with God and conformity with His will, and of 
charity that is exceeded only by God’s own love, inspired 
the followers of Jesus Christ with a spirit of generosity 
which has been, and is, and shall always be, a puzzle and 
foolishness to the world? 

The children of the Catholic Church, who are “one 
bread, one body” with Christ, because they “partake. of one 
bread,” are joined in every age with the disciples and Apos- 
tles, and with “Mary, the Mother of Jesus.” The same 
spirit animates them all, and they unite in the worship of 
God through the Blessed Eucharist, and the example of Our 
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Blessed Lady who adored God hidden beneath the veil of 
seeming bread as she adored Him hidden beneath the veil 
of His Sacred Humanity. Of them, all through the cen- 
turies, may it be said with the same truth: “Their posses- 
sions and goods they sold” for the love of the Virgin’s Son. 
They have never ceased to give their best to the Eucharistic 
Christ, whether it was the silver and gold and precious gifts 
of kingly souls, or those other treasures no less worthy, the 
offerings of the poor; they have been, and are, given gladly, 
and are placed beside the offerings of the first disciples of 
Our Lord upon the Altar of Sacrifice in loving recognition 
of, and thanksgiving for, His mercies. 

Who built the cathedrals of the world? The “many 
brethren” of Jesus Christ, Mary’s spiritual children. Why 
did they build them? To give a home to Him, the Eucha- 
ristic Christ, “whose delights are to be with the children of 
men.” They are the Odlata, the offering of the ages, to 
Christ the Victim, Priest and King. The shepherds went to 
Bethlehem at the bidding of an angel “and they found Mary 
and Joseph, and the infant lying in a manger.” 

“There came wise men” from afar, seeking a new-born 
King, “for they had seen his star in the east, and had come 
to adore him . . . and behold! the star which they had seen 
in the east went before them, until it came and stood over 
where the child was . . . and, entering into the house, they 
found the child with Mary, his mother, and, falling down, 
they adored him.” 

When the Child had grown to manhood and gave sight 
to the blind, hearing to the deaf, cleansing to the lepers, 
life to the dead; when, in their short-lived enthusiasm at 
these wonders, the people wished to crown Him King, “a 
certain woman from the crowd, lifting up her voice, said to 
him: ‘Blessed is the womb that bore thee, and the paps that 
gave thee suck.’ ” 

In that hour of enthusiasm the Mother was not forgot- 
ten. Jesus and Mary are inseparable. They are together 
in the decrees of God “before the mountains were made, or 
the earth and the world was formed.” They were together 
on earth when the fulness of time had come. They are to- 
gether in heaven, “the Child and His Mother,” for all 
eternity. They are together in our thoughts, and love, and 


prayers, and worship of God, and shall ever be as long as 
time shall last. 
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“ ‘Master, where dwellest thou?’ asked two fishermen of 
Galilee, and Jesus saith to them: ‘Come and see.’ They 
came, and saw where he abode, and they stayed with him.” 

Probably His home was only a shepherd’s hut, but then 
He was the Good Shepherd! 

“Master, where dwellest Thou?” The question has been 
asked through twenty centuries, with eagerness and love by 
some, with scoffing incredulity by others. It was asked by 
pagan slave and freeman, by cultured Greek and haughty 
Roman, by Celtic Druid and Eastern dreamer, by the un- 
believer of yesterday, and today, and every day. And the 
Mystical Christ, the Catholic Church, has answered the 
question in every age as once Our Lord Himself replied: 
“Come and see.” 

She has led the questioners to the Upper Room, to the 
house of Troas, the bishop’s house in Crete, the home of 
Aquila and Priscilla, where the followers of Jesus of Naza- 
reth “were persevering in the doctrine of the Apostles, and 
in the communication of the breaking of bread.” 

She has led them into the Catacombs and shown them 
the Altar of Sacrifice beside the tombs of an Agnes, a Se- 
bastian, a Cecilia, a Clement, with their frescoes of ‘Mary, 
the Mother of Jesus,’ with hands uplifted in prayer and 
pleading, or with her Divine Son clasped to her heart. 

She has led them into the deserts of Egypt and Arabia, 
and has shown them the dwelling place of the Eucharistic 
Christ, surrounded by the cells of the monks, who had 
given up all things for love of Him and fled from the cor- 
ruption of a corrupting world. 

She has led them into lowly village churches in France, 
and Italy, and Spain, and Germany, on the African veldt, 
the Indian jungle, the snows of Canada, the sweeping 
prairies of America, the silent places of the bush, the peace- 
ful valleys of Ireland, and Scotland and England. 

She has led them into the stately cathedrals whose foun- 
dations were laid a thousand years ago in the Old World, 
and into the no less glorious cathedrals of the New World, 
which Catholic faith and Catholic love have built to en- 
shrine the tabernacle where dwells the Christ, the Son of 
God, the Son of Mary. 

She led the questioners in this land, just a little more 
than a hundred years ago, into a poor room, a room that 
was as bare and poor as the stable of Bethlehem or that 
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shepherd’s hut of long ago; a room where a few Irish exiles 
kept faithful watch before their Sacramental Lord, who was 
an exile as they were, who was banished and proscribed as 
they were, a room in which the only light that glimmered 
“amid the encircling gloom” of oppression and unbelief was 
the light of faith and love which shone in those lonely Irish 
hearts. 

But today she leads the questioners, in the company of 
the Cardinal Legate of the Vicar of Christ the Son of God 
and Son of Mary, who carries Christ Himself in triumph 
under the veils of seeming bread, through this city where 
once He was an exile, but is now the Eucharistic King. 

And she leads them up Macquarie Hill into the Cathe- 
dral that bears the name of “Mary, the Mother of Jesus,” 
wherein her Son is tabernacled as once He was enshrined 
in her immaculate bosom. 

And the Sacrifice of Calvary is renewed and continued 
in the Sacrifice of the Mass, an act of worship of God that 
has never ceased to be offered to Him each day of the cen- 
turies that have passed. 

And Christ has been lifted up to receive the homage, and 
adoration of this Southern Land of the Holy Ghost, and to 
bless its people as once He blessed His own, long ages past, 
from His Mother’s arms in Bethlehem, or Peter’s barque 
on the Galilean Sea. 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,” said Our Lord, 
“will draw all things to myself.” 

He has kept His word every day of the past twenty cen- 
turies; He keeps His word even now in our own day, for 
the Catholic world has come here to worship and adore 
Him. Cardinals, Archbishops, Bishops, priests and laity, 
men whose name spells fame in the world of intellect, sur- 
round Him, so that we cannot but think of those first days 
in Jerusalem when Peter spoke to “Parthians, and Medes, 
and Elamites,”’ and they heard the Gospel preached to them 
by Christ’s first Vicar on earth, and were converted, and 
‘“‘were persevering in the doctrine of the Apostles, and in 
the communication of the breaking of bread and in prayers.” 
“For being many, we are one, one bread, one body,” since 
we all of us “partake of one bread,” the Bread of Life Him- 
self, the Living, Loving Christ. The nations of the earth 
have come to adore Him, and all are as one, for the Catholic 
Church has no frontiers, no boundaries, “the Gentiles are 
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her inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth her pos- 
session.” And though different tongues are spoken, the lan- 
guage of our prayers, inspired by faith and hope and charity, 
is one language, ever the same, unchanging. 

In a unity which cannot be broken; in a unison that 
knows no discord, which links today with yesterday, the 
present with the far-off past, the Catholic Church in this 
Southern Land with the Catholic Church in every land, 
there arises from all hearts, in various tongues, the one, un- 
changing, self-same prayer to Christ Our Lord, our King, 
Our God— 

Adoro Te devote, latens Deitas! 
O Hidden God, devoutly I adore Thee! 

It is the profession of our Catholic Faith in the Blessed 
Eucharist, the expression of our love of Jesus Christ the 
Bread of Life. 

But even now, in this hour, amidst all our enthusiasm, 
we do not, because we cannot, forget “Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus.” We adore the Son. We thank His Mother, and 
sing with grateful hearts-— 

Ave! Verum Corpus, natum de Maria Virgine. 
Hail! to Thee, true Body sprung 
From the Virgin Mary’s womb. 

It is the profession of our Catholic Faith in the doctrine 
that the Eucharistic Christ is the Christ of Bethlehem, the 
expression of our love of Mary’s Son, the Son of God. Jesus 
and Mary cannot be parted. 

Caro Christi Caro Mariae. 


God’s Masterpiece 
Henry Fotey, S.J. 


A May Sermon, reprinted from the Dublin Irish Catholic, 
May 26, 1928. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now 
and at the hour of our death. Amen. 


B ipo circumstances under which these words were: first 
uttered, my dear brethren in Jesus Christ, were very 
striking, and we shall consider them in fuller detail later 
on, but, meanwhile, let them serve as an introduction to 
what I am about to say on devotion to our Blessed Lady. 
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They sum up the three chief claims of Mary to our homage 
—namely, her personal holiness, her Divine Motherhood, 
and her unique power of pleading in our behalf. Year by 
year, month by month, and day by day, the Church tries to 
induce us to honor our Heavenly Queen, and, as if fearful 
lest we should fail in this regard, she never wearies of keep- 
ing the image of the Virgin Mother before us, and of im- 
pressing upon us the importance of solid devotion to her. 

We are taught, it is true, to draw a broad line of dis- 
tinction between the honor that is to be paid to God and 
the honor that is to be paid to Mary. For, after all, God is 
Self-existent, Almighty, the Creator and Sovereign Lord of 
the Universe, from whom all things come, and on whom all 
things depend. To Him, therefore, is due honor of the most 
perfect kind, honor that is supreme. Mary, on the other 
hand, is merely a creature, the purest and holiest of crea- 
tures to be sure, but immeasurably removed from the per- 
fection of the infinite God. The Church, therefore, does not 
and cannot honor Mary in the same way as she honors God, 
but still she honors her in a very high and very special way. 

A few words of explanation will make it clear why this 
should be so. We are asked to honor the angels and saints 
of God because of their relations with Him. -They are His 
servants, His friends, the recipients of His favors. But 
Mary’s dignity is higher than theirs. Her relations with the 
Most High are so intimate that no human words can ex- 
press their grandeur. Her part and function in the Provi- 
dential scheme of Redemption is peculiarly her own. Des- 
tined to be God’s own Mother, she was, in consequence, to 
be God’s masterpiece. As stately cathedral, or glowing can- 
vas, or breathing marble reveals to us the skill of the sculp- 
tor or painter or architect, so, too, the glories and privileges, 
and perfections of Mary are for us a manifestation of the 
wisdom and power of God. And Mary reveals to us God’s 
perfections in no common way, because she has been 
fashioned with great and special care. He that is mighty 
hath done great things to her. 

And here let me ask you to dwell for a moment on this 
great thought of St. Bernard, that God did not simply 
choose a mother out of the number of created beings, but 
Himself created for Himself such a mother as He would 
have. In the light of this thought how much of the beauty 
of Our Lady’s life and character should we miss if we mere- 
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ly looked upon her as the holiest maiden of her time, the 
Lily of Israel, a child of saintly parents, a perfect model of 
womanly virtue, a lofty ideal of womanly love? 

Mary is all this, but she is much more. God’s favors 
have been given to her generously. Think of the fair world 
in which we live and see how God’s attributes of wisdom 
and power are therein displayed! Think of the Creative 
Mind that designed the complicated scheme of universal law 
and that presides over its harmonious working! Think of 
Him who gave being and beauty to the celestial hierarchies 
and ask yourselves if His attributes can be less apparent in 
the prerogatives that He has culled for and bestowed upon 
His Blessed Mother! 

Thus it is that we, Catholics, see nothing very wonderful 
in the privileges that the Church claims for Mary. It would 
seem incongruous to us if her beginnings were not upon the 
holy mountains, if she were not conceived without stain. 
We readily understand how she was not to see corruption, 
but soon after death was to be assumed body and soul to 
immortal life within the Eternal Gates. We likewise ac- 
knowledge as fitting and reasonable that the period of her 
mortal career should be passed without transgression, that 
her pure soul should be screened through life from the faint- 
est breath of defilement. All these things we believe about 
Mary. But we go further and we adopt a principle com- 
monly accepted by theologians—that “Whatever God could 
do in her behalf, and whatever, at the same time it was 
fitting He should do, that He has done for her.” Mary, 
therefore, is for us the masterpiece of created excellence. 

What wonder, then, that the Church should honor her! 
And how must not the honor which the Church teaches us to 
give her not only not lessen, but distinctly enhance the 
honor which is due to the Creator! 

Therefore, the Church is ingenious, if one may rever- 
ently use such an expression, in finding excuses to honor 
Mary. We are being persistently reminded of the great- 
ness, the power, or the condescending love of Our Heavenly 
Queen. Some mystery in which Mary figures, some grace 
that she has received, some incident in her life, some vivid 
example of her intercessory power is brought into requisi- 
tion, and we are to honor the Virgin Mother because of it. 
Thus we have the feasts of her Immaculate Conception, of 
her Nativity, of her Presentation in the Temple, of her Es- 
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pousals, of her Purification, of the Seven Dolors, and of her 
Assumption. Then, too, we have the feasts of the Annun- 
ciation, the Holy Name of Mary, and her Most Pure Heart 
—not to mention many others. Besides, we have in the 
opening year this month of May, so fresh, so beautiful, so 
full of life and promise, wholly consecrated to her. Add to 
all this the frequency with which she is held up to us in 
Papal Encyclical and in pulpit utterance as the embodi- 
ment of all Christian virtues, as the Help of Christians, the 
Comfortress of the Afflicted, the Refuge of Sinners, and you 
will readily see that the Church is not at fault if a becoming 
meed of honor is not paid to Mary. 

If the Church is thus concerned for Mary’s honor, the 
Faithful, too, are wont to express their glad eagerness in the 
same holy cause. To the congregation assembled here to- 
night, very many of whom are members of Our Lady’s So- 
dality, it would be superfluous to point out in detail how 
the Saints and Doctors of the Church have ever honored 
Mary; how she has been, down through the centuries, the in- 
spiration of Catholic sculptor, poet, and painter; how, in 
their domestic life, Catholics of whatever rank or station 
have always looked up to her as the purest and noblest ideal 
of womanhood in its every phase. It may not be amiss, 
however, and it will be enough, to bring before you a dra- 
matic, if familiar, incident in the history of the Church, to 
show how strongly devotion to Mary had taken hold of the 
people’s minds and hearts fifteen hundred years ago. 

In the year 428, one Nestorius, a priest who lived a se- 
cluded and austere life, and who had some reputation for 
eloquence, was appointed Bishop of Constantinople. Now, 
the function of a Bishop is to rule the Church of God, and 
in this Nestorius bitterly disappointed expectation. He was 
narrow-minded and obstinate in his opinions, and instead of 
being guided by the doctrines that had been always and 
everywhere and universally received, the tradition that had 
come down from Apostolic times, he began to preach novel- 
ties at variance with Catholic truth. He was bold enough to 
deny the doctrine of the Incarnation, asserting that God 
did not become man, but that in Christ there were two per- 
sons—one Divine, the other human—between whom there 
existed merely a moral union, and that May was the mother 
of the human person, but not Mother of God. No sooner 
did this blasphemous utterance fall from his lips than the 
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assembled congregation stopped their ears, rose in a body, 
and indignantly left the Cathedral, exclaiming, “We have an 
Emperor, it is true, but we have no longer a Bishop.” The 
subsequent state of things became alarming, and a General 
Council was summoned. After minute examination of doc- 
trine, and much deliberation, the meaning of the truth re- 
vealed in such texts as, “The Word was made flesh,” “God 
sent His Son made of a woman under the law,” stood out 
clear, and so by the Church’s infallible authority, Mary was 
solemnly defined to be the Mother of God. This glorious 
prerogative of hers has not since been obscured, nor it is ever 
likely to be forgotten, for every Catholic child, since that 
memorable time, is taught in infancy, at its mother’s knee, 
that beautiful daily prayer, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.” As 
for the false Bishop, Nestorius, he was banished from his see 
and died in exile. 

We have seen that Catholics honor Mary. It is some- 
times said, disparagingly, that we honor her beyond what 
Holy Scripture warrants. But it may be said, in passing, 
that we Catholics never professed to take our religion from 
the Bible alone. How could we be sure that the Book we 
have is the Bible unless the Church had told us so? And 
how can we be sure that we always understand the Bible 
aright unless we are the Church’s docile children, and are 
guided by her interpretation of it? The Bible wrongly un- 
derstood is not the Bible at all. Hence we see all the hereti- 
cal sects from the beginning of Christianity, striving to jus- 
tify their position by a pitiful appeal to the Scripture as in- 
terpreted by themselves. In this way the Word of God, 
which should teach only truth, is sought to be made re- 
sponsible for the most inconsistent absurdities. 

But having said so much, we may also say that Mary 
does figure prominently and frequently in Holy Scripture. 
Thus, for instance, the promise of a Redeen.er, in its open- 
ing pages, contains the consoling prophecy of the birth of 
that woman who with her Seed was to crush the serpent’s 
head; and the wondrous vision of St. John in its closing 
chapters of the “woman clothed with the sun, having the 
moon beneath her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her 
head, who brought forth a Man-Child to rule all nations 
and whose Son was carried up to God and His throne,” 
points unmistakably to Mary. How many records have we, 
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too, in the Old Testament, of famous women who filled a 
conspicuous place in the history of the Chosen People, and 
who were, in their different ways and degrees, plainly types 
of Mary, the Virgin Mother? As an example of many 
others, let us summon from the midst of the centuries that 
intervened between the closing of the gates of the earthly 
paradise and the birth of Mary—let us summon one of the 
prophets and hear him testifying to the hope and desire that 
had been handed down from the beginning; “Listen, O 
House of David,” says the prophet Isaias, “The Lord will 
Himself give you a sign. Behold a virgin shall conceive and 
shall bring forth a son, and He shall be called Emmanuel— 
that is, God with us.” This prophecy has been fulfilled in 
Mary, and in Mary alone. 

Let those, then, who would reproach us for the honor 
that we pay to Mary consider how greatly God has honored 
her, as even the Scriptures show. What is the poor honor 
that we Catholics give to her compared with the great things 
done to her by God? She was the chosen instrument by 
which the mystery of the Incarnation should be accom- 
plished. The Archangel Gabriel is sent expressly by God to 
tell her so, to announce to her that the prophecies of all the 
centuries have reached their term, that the promise which 
had been long since made to her nation, to Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, is about to be fulfilled in her. He salutes 
her as full of grace, as blessed among women, and he tells 
her that she shall conceive a son, and shall call His name 
Jesus, that He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Most High, and that of His Kingdom there shall be 
no end. 

Ah! dear brethren, let us not be ashamed to honor 
Mary! Let us not be fearful of honoring her too much! 
We will honor her for her Son’s dear sake. We will ask 
her to intercede for us with Him that we may always have 
grace to keep His Commandments. Pray for us, O Holy 
Mother of God, that we may be made worthy of the promise 
of Christ! 
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